Patients with inflammatory arthritis: an opportunity for community nurses.
People with Inflammatory joint disease, e.g. rheumatoid arthritis (RA), have traditionally been treated and managed within secondary care on an outpatient basis. This group of patients has varied and complex needs. With increasing emphasis on offering care closer to home, there is an opportunity for nurses based in the community to become more involved in the management and support of these patients. The level of involvement will depend on the resources available locally and will require education and support for the role. Based on recommendations in recent publications and the author's personal experience working in three different rheumatology departments, this article explores the ways in which community nurses can support people with RA in the community and identify sources for further professional development to support and maintain this.